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TITLE: HILL COUNTRY HIJACKING 
 

 

 

FEBRUARY 1871 AND IT’S A HILL COUNTRY HIJACKING. 

 

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY, BROUGHT TO YOU BY THIS STATION AND THE SAVE 

TEXAS HISTORY PROGRAM OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

 

FEBRUARY 26, 1871. ALONG THE CIBOLO CREEK NEAR BOERNE. NINE-YEAR-OLD 

JEFFERSON SMITH AND HIS OLDER BROTHER CLINTON ARE HERDING SHEEP ON A 

QUIET AFTERNOON. SUDDENLY AN INDIAN RAIDING PARTY SWOOPS DOWN ON 

THE BOYS AND TAKES THEM CAPTIVE. 

 

A POSSE OF TEXAS RANGERS CHASE THE INDIANS TO FORT CONCHO BUT TO NO 

AVAIL. THE SMITH BOYS ARE GONE. 

 

CLINT WAS ADOPTED BY A COMANCHE CHIEF AND LIVED WITH THE TRIBE FOR 

FIVE YEARS UNTIL EXCHANGED FOR CAPTURED INDIANS. JEFF WAS REPORTEDLY 

BOUGHT BY LEGENDARY APACHE CHIEF GERONIMO. SEVEN YEARS LATER HE WAS 

CAPTURED BY MEXICAN BANDITS AND RETURNED FOR A 1000 DOLLAR REWARD. 

 

THE BOY CAPTIVES WERE NABBED 140 YEARS AGO, THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY.  

 

LEARN MORE AT SAVETEXASHISTORY.ORG OR CALL 800-998-4GLO.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glen E. Lich, "SMITH, CLINTON LAFAYETTE AND JEFFERSON DAVIS," Handbook of Texas Online 

(http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fsm62), accessed February 14, 2011. 
 

 

 

 
 


